SUPPLEMENTAL MEDICAL OBJECTIVE (SMO) PROPOSALS

EXTRAMURAL SUBMISSIONS RELEASE
Supplemental Medical Objectives (SMOs) are operational investigations designed to improve the understanding of astronaut health relative to space flight and for the development of associated countermeasures and prescriptions.  They provide rapid assessment of operational space-flight issues related to clinical questions.  Unlike proposals submitted through the NASA Research Announcement (NRA) process, which are hypothesis-driven and relate largely to basic science, SMO proposals must satisfy strict operational criteria and advance knowledge toward maintaining astronaut health.  If proven valid during space flight, procedures validated by an SMO proposal may be certified as a Medical Requirement and implemented on all ISS and Shuttle missions.

NASA’s lead center for space life sciences, the Johnson Space Center (JSC), employs flight surgeons and scientists trained in space-flight issues and study coordination, who have the knowledge to effectively execute SMO proposals.   As the ultimate user of validated countermeasures and/or prescription, it is essential that JSC flight surgeons and scientists assume responsibility for evaluation and implementation ideas developed by extramural experts.  To acknowledge the intellectual contributions of SMO developers, all formal NASA documentation related to a concept submitted for evaluation will clearly reference the developer.  Full recognition will always be given to the developer (s) who submitted the concept or process being evaluated.  SMO developers will be encouraged to maintain continual involvement with the evaluation process until final determination of the efficacy of their proposed concept.  Programmatic funding limitations may preclude continued “hands-on” involvement; however, other means will then be utilized to encourage developer involvement in the evaluation  (e.g. e-mail, teleconferences, etc.).  Developers will share publication rights with the intramural personnel who are involved with evaluation of this specific idea.  Relative authorship positions on any resulting peer-reviewed documentation will reflect individual contributions to the overall evaluation effort. In any event, JSC shall have unlimited rights to disclose and use for governmental purposes all data and information submitted by SMO developers.
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